HISTORICAL    IMAGE    OF    NAPOLEON    BONAPARTE
also a man of his century, -fed by the ideas of the Enlightenment.
In other essays we have considered and evaluated Tolstoy's
characterization of Napoleon. Napoleon, who fathered the slogan
that careers are open to all men of talent, was himself a young man of
talent looking for a career. For him, it was the Revolution that
opened the road for his career. It provided him with his Toulon.
His fate was tied to that of the middle class. From the Bourbons he
could expect nothing. In fact, the young men of Toulon and Vende-
maire could expect worse than nothing. And in the period just prior
to his coup d'etat, Napoleon was but one of the generals aspiring
for that seat on horseback. We know how he manoeuvred, plotted
and succeeded.
No one ruler does all that is attributed to him. Napoleon was the
administrator, the executive, the military leader, the man who forged
and co-ordinated the policy of the French middle class. More than
anything else, what can be said of him is that he was adequate to his
tasks. His greatness can be seen most clearly in contrast to the figures
who immediately preceded him rather than in connection with the
Jacobin leaders of the Revolution during its early stages. He seems
so overwhelmingly superior because these men were so petty. It was
under his rule that the economic gains of the Revolution were secured.
It was under his direction and with his co-operation that the Code
was written ordering the law of France, establishing the changes of
property rights which had been effected in the Revolution. It was
under his rule as a grandiose policeman that order was established in
the house of the bourgeoisie and that the populace as a whole was
bribed and forced into its proper place at the bottom of society. And
it was under his rule that the last democratic gains of the Revolution
of a political character were erased. For instance, he ended local
autonomy. His great administrative contribution was that of estab-
lishing a centralized system which made the rule of the middle class
easier, more orderly, more sure. His work, his role was not to bring
liberty. He was the hangman of liberty. Instead, he offered some
equality, and order. This fact is suggestive, showing more decisively
the nature of the incompatibility of equality and liberty as a conse-
quence of class rule. Under Napoleon, the potentialities released by
the Revolution, those potentialities which seemed so dormant in the
post-Thermidorean period, were utilized. French arms were carried
across the continent of Europe. The army, originally forged as the
patriot army of Carnot, became the basis for the Grand Army,
instrument of Napoleonic policy. Then feudal thrones shook. The
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